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Notes, Short Comments, and Answers
to Correspondents.

STUDENTS’ NUMBER OF THE LANCET.
INFORMATION intended for the Students’ Number of

THE LANCET must be sent WITHOUT DELAY, addressed to
the Sub-Editor, and marked on the envelope "Students’
Number Only." 

-

A SECRET REMEDY FOR SNAKE-BITE.
A CASE of fatal snake-bite is reported in the Indian 3ledical

Gazette for July by Major F. Wall, I.M.S., the only unusual
feature of which was the patient’s reliance upon a secret
remedy or antidote. A certain Mr. Fox, quaintly described
as "a young, middle-aged European," in sound health,
allowed himself to be bitten on the left wrist by a young
krait (bungarlts cerulezcs) at about 10 A.M. The snake
was about half grown, and it inflicted five punctures.
Instantaneous pain came on, and the wounds began to
bleed. Within a minute and a half the patient incised
four out of the five punctures with a sterilised knife,
after which he instilled a fluid antidote of secret com-
position into each wound ; the fifth puncture was over-
looked. Mr. Fox was not in the least alarmed, having
implicit faith in his remedy. About four hours after
the injuries he complained of stomach-ache, which he
attributed to his lunch ; and half an hour later he
admitted having pins and needles" in his legs. Un-
certainty of gait and nausea followed, and later there were
actual vomiting and imperfect vision. In spite of the
progress of these symptoms the patient remained com-
posed and hopeful, even though he then began to suffer
from dyspnoea. At 7 P.M. he was admitted to hospital, still
conscious but unable to stand up ; and at 8 P.M. he died,
ten hours after the intromission of the poison. The
clinical course of the symptoms was typical of colubrine
poisoning, and was of about average rapidity and intensity.
What the secret remedy was which played this un-

fortunate patient so false does not appear.
MOTHERS’ PENSION LAW.

-31r. F. P. Leay, British Consul at Boston, Massachusetts,
U.S.A., reports that an Act, locally known by the above
name, came into effect in September, 1913. It is intended
to provide for suitably aiding mothers with dependent
children, and constitutes a new departure in economic
legislation as far as that section of the United States is
concerned. The purpose of the Act is to enable poor
mothers to bring up their children at home whilst they
are receiving an education, and is based on the theory that
separation of the mother from the child and the relegation
of the latter to an institution is inimical to its best
interests. The Act provides that all necessitous mothers
of children under 14 shall receive such allowance in cash
as a board appointed by the State shall consider proper to
enable them to bring up and educate their children at
home. Any relative legally obliged to contribute shall be
compelled to do so. The State is to contribute one-third
of the annual expenditure and the municipality the
remaining two-thirds.

A CREDITABLE RECORD.
A VALUED correspondent writes:-" Dr. Lewis Reynolds, of
High Wycombe, who is the father of four sons, has one of
them in the Indian army, a second in the Royal Army
Medical Corps, and one in the Field Artillery (now on his
way to the front). The eldest of the four, though a
member of our profession, has charge, as senior captain,
of a large draft of Territorials who are, as likely as not,
now being transported-no one knows where. If every
medical man were equally liberal in his contribution to the
fighting stock of this country England need have no fear
when speaking with her enemy in the gate."

LEPROSY IN RUSSIA.
IN his annual report on the district of St. Petersburg, Mr.
A. W. Woodhouse, the British Consul, quotes a statement
to the effect that fresh cases of leprosy are continually
being discovered in different parts of the empire, in 59
provinces of which lepers are registered. The number
of leprous patients treated by doctors was 1025 in 1903,
1425 in 1906, 1686 in 1909, and 1621 in 1911. It is estimated
that there are now at least 10,000 lepers in Russia. There are
21 leper institutions in the country, of which 17 are sup-
ported by voluntary contributions. The State does not
provide sufficient accommodation, and therefore it is not
compulsory by law to isolate lepers, many of whom are
known to be engaged in various occupations amongst
healthy communities.

NEURASTHENIA AND WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION.
IN the Manchester county court his honour Judge Mellor had
before him an application by the Lancashire and Yorkshire
Railway Company for the reduction of compensation being
paid to F. T. Ambrose, a workman. Ambrose had had his
head injured by a blow from an iron bar, for which he had
been detained in the infirmary for two hours, but had only
worked since on three occasions in five years. Professor
J. W. Smith, who had examined Ambrose as medical referee,
had reported that if a certain course were adopted he would
probably be well enough to resume his work within three
months. The employers were prepared to pay six
months’ compensation to end the matter. Counsel for
the workman argued that the man did not wish to
have a lump sum; and that Professor Smith’s report
said that though free from organic disease Ambrose was
suffering from chronic neurasthenia and that his condition
was such that he was not fit even for light work. Judge
Mellor, after consultation with the medical referee,
described the case as " a remarkable example of what
might be called legal neurasthenia,’ 

" and said that it was
evident that the man would go on suffering until The legal
aspect was finally dealt with. A reduction of compensation
would have no effect, and he did not consider that under
the Workmen’s Compensation Act he had power to act on
his own initiative and put an end to the existing conditions,
even if that might be the best thing for the workman. It
was a case where compensation should be stopped, but in
the absence of an agreement he must make an award for
the respondent Ambrose, with costs.

NERVES AND NOISES.
A CORRESPONDENT writes: At the present time it should
be the endeavour of everyone to prevent as far as

possible scares of any sort. Last week, on the
morning after the declaration of war, a loud deto-
nation, said to have been caused by the fusion of an
electric cable in London, but more probably a thunder-
clap, gave rise to the silly suggestion that a German
airship had dropped a bomb, and twice recently in a
London suburb some excitement has been caused by
sounds resembling rifle shots at night time. The fact
that soldiers were in the neighbourhood immediately
suggested that spies had been shot at, and local gossip
confirmed the rumour with specific details. It behoves
everyone in these anxious times not to give credence to
silly rumours and to do all they can to allay the fears of
the nervous.

B. L.-Our correspondent has the choice of the following
books :-Gunshot Wounds. By C. G. Spencer, M.B.
Lond., F.R.C.S. Eng., Major, R.A.M.C. London:
Henry Frowde and Hodder and Stoughton. 1908. Pp. 287.
Price 5s. net.&mdash;Lecons de Chirurgie de Guerre: les
Blessures faites par les Balles des Fusils. By J. L.
Reverdin, Professeur h la Faculte de M&eacute;decine de Gen&egrave;v&egrave;.
Illustrated. Geneva: Georg et Cie. 1910. Pp. 224. Price
Fr.7.50.-Modern Bullet Wounds and Modern Treatment,
with Special Regard to Long Bones and Joints, Field
Appliances and First Aid. Part of the Alexander Essay
for 1903. By Major F. Smith, D.S.O., R.A.M.C. London:
J. and A. Churchill. Pp. 96. Price 3s. net.-Wounds in
War, the Mechanism of their Production and their Treat-
ment. Bv Surgeon-General Colonel W. F. Stevenson, C.B.,
K.H.S., R.A.M.C. (Retd.) Third edition. London:
Longmans, Green, and Co. 1910. Pp.559. Price 16s. net.-
Surgical Experiences in South Africa, 1899-1900. By G. H.
Makins, C.B., F.R.C.S. London: Smith, Elder, and Co.
1901. Pp. 486. Price 16s., may also be consulted with
advantage.

Tzcenty 1eai-s’ Subscriber.-1. No treatment can remove the
scars, but if they are very bad it may be worth while to do
skin grafting. The scars will gradually become less notice-
able without any treatment. 2. For the itching a sedative
ointment will be useful, such as : Hydrarg. ammon. gr. vi.,
amyli 2 dr., paraff. moll.ad loz. This should be keptapplied
to the skin for as long as possible each day.

COMMUNICATIONS not noticed in our present issue will
receive attention in our next.

The following magazines, journals, &c., have been received:-
New Zealand Medical Journal, British Journal of Children’s Diseases,
Tidsskrift for den Norske Lsegeforening, Dominion Medical Monthly,
Archives of Roentgen Rays, Practitioner, Pediatrics, American
Journal of Tropical Diseases and Preventive Medicine, Pharma-
ceutical Journal, Post Graduate, American Journal of Roentgenology,
Canadian Journal of Medicine and Surgery, Cornell University
Medical Bulletin, Archives G&eacute;n&eacute;rales de Chirurgie, Archives of
Pediatrics, American Journal of Medical Sciences, South African

Nursing Record, Journal of Obstetries and Gynaecology of the
British Empire. Medical Review of Reviews, Journal of Mental and
Nervous Disease.


